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Independent Auditor’s Report 
 

To the Governing Board of the Heartefact Fund - Bel grade 
 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Heartefact Fund - Belgrade, (the Fund), which 
comprise the balance sheet as ofDecember 31, 2013 and the income statement for the year ended 
December 31, 2013 and a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information. 
 
Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with the accounting regulations of the Republic of Serbia, and for such internal control as 
management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility 
 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We 
conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing and the Law on Accounting 
and Auditing of the Republic of Serbia. Those standards require that we comply with ethical requirements 
and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements 
are free from material misstatement. 
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or 
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies 
used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall presentation of the financial statements. 
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our qualified audit opinion. 
 
Opinion 
 
In our opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the 
Heartefact Fundas of December 31, 2013, and its financial performance for the year ended December 31, 
2013 in accordance with the accounting regulations of the Republic of Serbia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Independent Auditor’s Report (Continued)
 
To the Governing Board of theHeartefact Fund 
 
Emphasis of Matter  
 
We draw attention to the following matters: 
 
a) The Fund did not disclose the statement of changes in equity, the cash flow statement and notes to 

the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 20
effective statutory accounting regulations
prepare and present such statements and notes to the financial statements.

 
b) Furthermore, under the effective statut

has no legal obligation to prepare and present tax proof statements.
 
Our opinion is not qualified in respect of tho
 
 
 
 
 
Belgrade February 19, 2014 
MC Global Audit d.o.o. Belgrade
    

 
                                                                                                     
                                                                                
                                                               
                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Independent Auditor’s Report (Continued)  

To the Governing Board of theHeartefact Fund – Belgrade (continued) 

We draw attention to the following matters:  

did not disclose the statement of changes in equity, the cash flow statement and notes to 
the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2013 due to the fact

tory accounting regulations Republic of Serbia, the “Fund”has no legal obligation to 
prepare and present such statements and notes to the financial statements. 

, under the effective statutory tax on profit regulations in Republic of Serbia
has no legal obligation to prepare and present tax proof statements. 

ied in respect of those matters. 

      
Audit d.o.o. Belgrade       

       

                                                                                                        
                                                                                 
                                                                                   
                                                                                      

did not disclose the statement of changes in equity, the cash flow statement and notes to 
due to the fact, that under the 

has no legal obligation to 
 

in Republic of Serbia, the Fund 

Certified auditor  
Milivoje Cvetinović 
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WHAT DID WE ACHIEVE? 

 

In 2012, Heartefact Fund conducted activities in compliance with the strategic goals 

and long-term vision of the organization set in different fields and at various levels.  

Committed to its strategically identified goals, first, to build new relations in the 

region, thus overcoming the consequences of armed conflicts in the former Yugoslavia, HF 

has developed and implemented a series of activities and actions within three of our 

programs.  

First, within our Grants Program we have awarded funds to individuals and groups in 

the region that work to contribute to the normalization of regional relations, promote rights 

and freedoms, empower marginalized groups and contribute to the development of modern 

civil societies. 

Second, within the Arts Program the HF was dedicated to creating and promoting 

socially and politically engaged art as means of expression and tool to fight against 

discrimination, fear and lack of understanding among the nations and minority groups. 

Besides continuing and strengthening our work in the field of performing arts, we have 

expanded action within the Arts Program to include visual arts, multimedia exhibitions and 

film. 

Finally, as part of Special Programs we implemented two actions. The first one was 

the continuation of our efforts to work on improving Kosovo-Serbia relations through the 

Reconnection Platform. Secondly, we initiated and developed this multidisciplinary research 

project called The Intruders with the goal to contribute to the empowerment of LGBT 

community and increase their inclusiveness into the Serbian society. 

All of the HF activities in the previous year were carried out through HF program 

sections that are mutually intertwined, connected and interdependent, designed to meet the 

organization’s mission and long-term vision. Transforming from a small sized to a midsize 

organization, HF has successfully developed its own skill set and capacity, engaged new, 

experienced staff, strengthened its team, widened its network of local and regional partners 



 

 

and transformed its organizational structure to meet the goals set. The greatest impact and 

results were achieved in the effort to build new relationships and connections among 

individuals, organizations, state institutions and various other stakeholders throughout the 

region, as well as to create and promote socially and politically engaged art as a mean of 

expression and tool to fight against discrimination, fear and lack of understanding among the 

nations, as well as in regard to groups and individuals who are typically marginalized and 

socially excluded. Different philanthropic practices were studied and the experience of other 

stakeholders in the field used to fully develop this segment of the organizations’ work yet in 

the coming period. 

Activities wise, in 2012, Heartefact Fund has awarded 15 small grants, produced 1 

new theatre performance and successfully exploited 5 existing productions, organized one 

exhibition, co-organized one festival, initiated and followed-up on numerous activities 

concerning Kosovo-Serbia relations, minority groups, discrimination and regional 

cooperation. 

Concerning specific projects, the results of the organization’s work are as follows, 

organized in the above-mentioned program segments: 

 

 

HEARTEFACT PROGRAMS 

 

I. GRANTS PROGRAM 

 

Heartefact Small Grants Awards Program is conducted since the founding of the 

organization. For three years of working Heartefact became unique and powerful regional 

foundation which finds and supports small initiatives that deal with the traumatic past of the 

region, the status and position of marginalized groups and the establishment of intercultural 

communication, dialogue and cooperation. In three year period 280 project proposals were 

received and 31 projects were approved. 

As part of this program, Heartefact Fund awards funds to individuals and groups in 

the region that work to contribute to the normalization of regional relations, promote rights 



 

 

and freedoms, empower marginalized groups and contribute to the development of modern 

civil societies.  

In past year, in cooperation with Heartefact fund, local organizations have progressed 

in development of their capacities and skills in the way that supported organizations became 

able to fundraise for future projects at large donors. In the field of regional cooperation 

Heartefact fund supported small organizations with the aim of formation of new ties, 

relationships and partnerships in the area of media, arts, civic action and human rights; in that 

way regional cooperation between small and local organization becomes very intensive and 

organic; with the goal to increase visibility of marginalized groups HF was specially focused 

on problems of LGBT and Roma minority – success in this field lays in specially designed 

HF requirement  for these type of projects – the project must be implemented by the 

representatives of these minorities, or in a way that they were direct users of projects. In that 

way minority representatives give direct example to other members of the community that 

they can do something to increase their visibility and understanding among the society in 

which they live. 

In the 2013 strategy of finding new grantees has been improved with obligational 

field visits in the region. Thanks to filed visits, Heartefact Fund succeeded to find and 

support organizations from Visoko (Bosnia and Herzegovina), Leskovac (Serbia), Nis 

(Serbia), Bujanovac (Serbia), Mitrovica (Kosovo), Majdanpek (Serbia) and some 

organizations in Sarajevo and Belgrade. Work with these organizations often requires a 

higher degree of training and mentoring in project management, but Heartefact is fully aware 

that those organizations are enabled to make significant improvements to the environment in 

which they work one step at the time. 

Heartefact Fund will continue to improve the Grants Program. Increased visibility of 

supported grants was in focus in 2013; with this goal Heartefact published electronic 

newsletter which was designed to highlight the initiatives supported, thereby increasing their 

visibility and impact. 

The new moment in the development of the Grants Program is specific cost-share 

method for small grants program which involves creative fundraising through individual 

donations. This method was created in order to further develop creative approach to 

reconciliation, the position of marginalized groups and regional networking. Heartefact has 



 

 

developed a cost-share principle that includes that grant-receiver, for which it is estimated 

that may conduct to gather additional funds by using different forms of philanthropic 

methods – crowd-funding, local community and involvement funding, receive a 

recommendation from the HF team to expand the activities of the project in this way. It is 

important to note that the goal of cost-share principle in first place is to promote the value of 

individual donations and personal contribution that each individual can make to the 

community in which he/she lives and works. 

In 2013, the Heartefact Fund awarded 15 small grants in the total amount of more 

than 69 400,00 USD. Among supported projects were: History of homosexuality, 

homophobia and misogyny in Serbia/Yugoslavia Center for Visual History is right now in 

research phase, with that goal center organized two round table discussions with theme 

“Decadence and history of homosexuality in the region”; Everything what I am: support was 

given to a project dealing with activism of Roma women and creating public performances in 

cities in Serbia, with the aim of strengthening the Roma population position in the society, 

tackling the issue of discrimination in state institutions such as schools and medical 

institutions, in regards to employment, but also on the streets and in the family; 

Representation of Albanian literature: grant was awarded for a project which includes the 

presentation of young Kosovar writers in Belgrade. The project is conceived as a residency 

program, under which the author has a series of meetings with Belgrade colleagues, 

publishers, journalists, and representatives of cultural scene. First participant of this program 

was leading Albanian playwright from Pristina, Doruntina Basha; Sound and Visions festival, 

multimedia festival from Majdanpek for the project that promotes young socially-engaged 

film authors from the region; “Yesterday, remember to forget”: socially-engaged education 

and creative project which deals with the context of the collective (un)freedom - economic, 

political, social and personal in today’s Serbian society though eyes of young people; “On the 

third look” - inclusive workshops for former psychiatric patients; through series of 

workshops with members of the “Soul” association project team created interactive 

performance which was performed in different cultural institutions and in psychiatric 

hospitals and psychiatric services in local communities around Serbia; “Without labels, 

please” for the development of social cohesion and pointing out (preventing) the 

discrimination and social inequality among youth of Roma and non-Roma ethnicity; Regional 



 

 

Photography Group Exhibition – DokuPhoto created through the cooperation between two 

festivals: The DokuFest from Prizren and Pravo Ljudski form Sarajevo. The DokuPhoto 

exhibition in Sarajevo will showcase the works of eleven (11) photographers from the Balkan 

region, who have followed the DokuPhoto photography workshop during the last edition of 

the prestigious DokuFest, in Prizren, Kosovo.  

 

II. ARTS PROGRAM 

 

During the course of 2013 the HF team was dedicated to creating and promoting 

socially and politically engaged art as means of expression and tool to fight against 

discrimination, fear and lack of understanding among the nations and minority groups. Our 

Arts Program was conducted within three different areas of intervention: theatre, exhibitions 

and film.  

 

1. Theatre 

In the past year, the HF has continued to work on developing its theatre productions 

tackling the issues in accordance with organizational strategic goals. Special emphasis was 

put on cooperation with state institutions, primarily public cultural institutions in order to 

transfer knowledge, build capacities and create space for dialogue within wider audiences on 

socially responsible topics. 

Our productions have been extensively recognized by the media since they have 

gained enormous coverage, both in printed and electronic media. Moreover, the Heartefact 

Fund and our associates engaged on theatre programs have received significant awards in 

Serbia and abroad such as the award for the best playwright, given to Doruntina Basha at the 

2013 MESS International Theatre Festival in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Throughout all of 2013 the HF’s productions were continuously staged in Belgrade 

and toured Serbia, the region and some European festivals. The following productions 

achieved success and special recognition by audiences and critics: 

- “Hypermnesia”, directed by Selma Spahic, written by a group of authors, co-produced 

with the Bitef Theatre, Belgrade 



 

 

Documentary drama based on the stories of 8 actors from Belgrade, Sarajevo and 

Pristina about their childhood memories and relationship with parents while growing 

up. A combination of very intimate personal stories turns into a very political 

testimonial about growing up in the Balkans in the nineties, wars, crisis and collective 

trauma. 

- “The Torn Workers”, directed by Andjelka Nikolic, written by Olga Dimitrijevic, co-

produced with the Bitef Theatre, Belgrade 

Production of the winning play from the 2010 Heartefact contest for the best socially 

engaged contemporary play. Story about the position of the working class in the 

process of privatization in the region, told by a director with a specific theatrical 

sensibility and an innovative approach to theatre.  

- “Scratching or How My Granny Committed Suicide”, directed by Selma Spahic, 

written by Tanja Sljivar, co-produced with the Bitef Theatre, Belgrade 

Production of a play by young Bosnian playwright living in Serbia on violence in 

Bosnian schools triggered by influence of nationalistic educational system, parents 

and the overall atmosphere in a country divided among the three main ethnic groups. 

One of the rare plays written by a person from part of Serb dominated part of the 

country and directed by a director from Sarajevo on traumatic political issues.  

- “Bent”, directed by Andrej Nosov, written by Martin Sherman, co-produced with the 

Bitef Theatre, Belgrade 

Production of an awarded play by Martin Sherman on the position of homosexuals in 

Germany in the 1930s and their mass destruction in Nazi concentration camps. The 

story will be told through the perspective of contemporary homophobia in the Serbian 

society and the intimate worlds of homosexuals in Serbia.  

- “The Finger”, directed by Ana Tomovic, written by Doruntina Basha, co-produced 

with the Bitef Theatre, Belgrade 

Production of a winning play from the 2011 regional Heartefact contest for the best 

socially engaged contemporary play written by a young author from Kosovo. A story 

about the women perspective of the war in Kosovo and dealing with the loss of a 

loved one in the context of conservative Balkan societies and possibilities of female 

emancipation, directed by one of the leading younger directors from Serbia. 



 

 

 

 The Heartefact Fund has also developed a new production in 2013 which was part of 

a larger activist platform that and through of a series of public events, established a public 

Forum that opened a discussion on the issues of Serbian cultural policies. The project was 

called “Glad” (Hunger) and was done in cooperation with the state-operated Belgrade 

Cultural Center. 

 The essence of the play “Hunger” is on stage, at one table, not in terms of actions or 

events, but literally. Unlike almost all the performances which can be seen in Belgrade, there 

is no physical separation between the actors and the audience. The audience is also at the 

table, among the actors/characters and, if desired, they can participate in the play. Besides the 

theatre performances, public debates have been organized. The public events were created to 

provoke public response and action, to clearly highlight social differences and open the 

public space for meaningful discussion about the issues. 

 The objectives of this action were to provoke and convene a public discussion around 

crucial social and political issues thus creating a space for critical reflection and action. Also, 

they intended to question and problematize the position of intellectuals, prominent and 

respectable figures and their role in the process of democracy consolidation. 

 

2. Exhibitions 

In 2013 the Heartefact Fund has decided to spread its activities in the field of visual 

arts, always following its strategic goals and focusing on improving regional cooperation, 

reconciliation process and facing with the past. For this reason we chose for our first 

exhibition to be The Bogujevci Visual History. Through our years-long effort to commence, 

intensify, broaden and develop communication, dialogue and cooperation between Serbia and 

Kosovo through our ReConnection platform, we paid special attention to the initiatives that 

articulate the need of both Serbian and Kosovar societies to move on and (re)connect on new 

grounds thereby overcoming the legacy of the past conflicts. 

Our “After Justice” project, part of which was the Bogujevci exhibition, aimed to 

encourage, strengthen and broaden discussion concerning the traumatic relationship between 

the two societies by introducing controversial topics into mainstream public discourse. This 

action therefore opened the public space for dialogue between the two communities which 



 

 

continue to stay largely divided, unfamiliar and even hostile to each other while deep 

divisions and basic political stands remain significant in both public discourses, even after the 

judicial truths had been pronounced. The project explored the notion of the (achieved) 

criminal justice and asked the questions – what after such justice, how do we reconcile and 

commence the relations on new grounds. 

In that sense, The Bogujevci Visual History exhibition, opened up space in the 

Serbian public discourse for the dialogue on controversial issues, especially those that 

concern strongly held stereotypes and prejudice against Kosovar Albanians and denial of 

their suffering during the wars that is still deeply rooted in the Serbian society. Namely, the 

entire Bogujevci family was a victim of war crime committed in Podujevo/Podujevë on 

March 28th 1999 by members of the Scorpions unit, which was a reserve unit of the Serbian 

Ministry of Interior. The authors of the exhibition Saranda, Jehona and Fatos Bogujevci were 

among 19 women and children who were taken by the Scorpions from their home, forced into 

a neighbors’ garden and lined up against a wall. The youngest child was a 21-month-old baby 

and the eldest was a grandmother of 72. Out of 19 group members, 12 were children under 

the age of 14. Only five children from the extended Bogujevci family (Fatos 12, Jehona 11, 

Lirie 8, Genc 6, and their cousin Saranda 13) survived the slaughter even though they 

sustained horrific life changing injuries with more than 30 bullet wounds between them. 

Upon the arrival of NATO troops to Kosovo, the surviving Bogujevci family members were 

medically evacuated to England where they still reside. In 2003 Saranda, Jehona, Fatos and 

Lirie testified against one of the perpetuators Saša Cvjetan before the special war crimes 

court in Belgrade. They were the first children and Kosovar Albanians to testify in a war 

crimes trial, with the accused and his family being present in the room. In the first trial in 

2003, the accused Saša Cvjetan was found guilty and sentenced to maximum prison sentence. 

In 2007, four more Scorpion members were arrested and prosecuted, including Željko Đukić, 

Dragan Medić, Dragan Borojević and Predrag Šolaja. They were also found guilty and 

sentenced with the help of Bogujevci family testimonies . After a long and painful journey of 

telling their family’s tragic history and raising their voice against war crimes, the artist 

Saranda, Jehona and Fatos Bogujevci continue seeking justice and sharing their story through 

a contemporary art exhibition which reveals the spirit and the pain of not only Bogujevci 

family but that of all war victims. 



 

 

The Bogujevci Visual History exhibition opened in Belgrade in December 2013 after 

months of preparation, with numerous side programs, hosted and co-organized by the 

Belgrade Cultural Center. Exhibiting such content at one of the most visited state institutions 

and within the city center was a crucial factor contributing to effort to focus public discussion 

on war crimes of Serbian militia and army, which still stay largely absent and denied in the 

Serbian public discourse. To strengthen such perspectives, next to the main program 

(exhibition and tours guided by artists organized for high school students, artists, political 

party youth and so forth), sequence of side events was organized in close partnership with 

multiple other civil society organizations. The debates focused on position of children in 

wars, artistic representation of traumatic events, relationship of art and dealing with the past 

processes. 

This exhibition was of tremendous importance since the dialogue between Kosovar 

and Serbian highest state representatives and agreements signed in the process, created space 

and opportunity for further development of cooperation between the two communities and 

strengthened their reconciliation capacities but formal changes have not had as decisive 

impact as anticipated - the communities still stay largely divided, unfamiliar and even hostile 

to each other while deep divisions and basic political stands remain significant in both public 

discourses. They have a lack of awareness of the benefits that cooperation between the 

communities might bring, which serves to entrench support for ethnic led rather than policy 

and value led politics, at the expense of democracy, human rights and progress. 

By bringing the Bogujevci exhibition to Belgrade and organizing a series of side 

events, the Heartefact team wanted to contribute to the increase in reconciliation capacities 

between the two communities and their efforts to deal with the troubled past by encouraging 

the discussion in the Serbian public discourse about the crimes committed on behalf of 

Serbian paramilitary and police forces during the Kosovo war. More precisely, we aimed and 

succeeded in opening the debate in the public discourse in Serbia about the crimes committed 

on behalf of the Serbian troops in the wars in former Yugoslavia. Also, the exhibition was a 

step in alternating the stereotypes and prejudices against Kosovar Albanians and decreasing 

the denial of their suffering during the war in Kosovo. Finally, we achieved to instigate and 

foster cooperation between not only the new generation of artists in the region, but more 



 

 

importantly official (state) institutions of Kosovo and Serbia, namely the Belgrade Cultural 

Center and Kosovo National Gallery, setting example for others to follow. 

The Bogujevci exhibition was a difficult project to implement, having in mind the 

political sensitiveness of the issue. However, the Heartefact team has used its skills, contacts 

and experience to make sure all our targets are fulfilled. The greatest challenge were security 

threats to artists, the organizers and the exhibition itself, but all these were dealt with 

accordingly in cooperation with relevant state institutions. 

The project was endorsed by City of Belgrade’s Department for Culture, the Ministry 

of Culture and the Government of the Republic of Serbia. The Prime Minister attended the 

opening and spoke publicly about war crimes committed by Serbian forces against Kosovar 

Albanians. Other government, police and military officials were also present at the opening. 

 

3. Film 

After successes with supporting film festivals and film professionals from Belgrade 

and Pristina, the HF team has decided to broaden its activities in this field of arts during 

2013. 

In 2013 the Heartefact Fund supported the production of a short film “The Chalk 

Horse” done by an Albanian actor Alban Ukaj exploring the discrimination against Albanian 

population in Kosovo in the nineties. The film tells the story of torture which Albanian high 

school suffered from Serbian police in Kosovo during the 1990s. This is a short film made 

with the intention to be screened freely in different formal and informal cultural institutions 

in the region after the festival premiere. 

 

III. SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

 

1. The Reconnection Platform 

The goal of the program is to establish communication and cooperation between 

different actors in Serbia and Kosovo from the spheres of politics, civil society, art, 

commerce and media, in order to improve the relations among the nations and overcome the 

consequences of armed conflict. 



 

 

In 2013 the Reconnection platform achieved continued dialogue and cooperation 

between institution representatives and experts coming from Serbia/Kosovo. After intensive 

research in Kosovo and Serbia, contacts, regular meetings and consultations within a group of 

experts, the data collection and study writing phase resulted in high quality publication which 

gave recommendations for development of future trade relations. The bilingual 

comprehensive publication provides a reader with the relevant data creating scientific basis 

for the development plans in the field of agribusiness. 

The study was presented by the team in front of 10 journalists and more than 30 

guests, with the introductory speech of state institution representative, deputy head of the 

Vojvodina provincial government Goran Jesic who promoted data based planning and even 

more important, equal treatment of Kosovo market, as any other good business opportunity. 

Serbian state representative and Kosovo Ministry of Agriculture adviser Nysrete Doda Gashi 

agreed to continue cooperation initiated by experts’ team. The publication was widely 

distributed to relevant stakeholders in Kosovo and Serbia. 

Furthermore, aiming to provide general public with the exchange of “ordinary life” 

information in both societies, the Heartefact team initiated cooperation with most influential 

daily newspapers in Kosovo and Serbia, reaching out hundred thousands of readers with 

positive and investigative stories focused on “real life” issues. More precisely, the 

contributions have been published in Koha Ditore (12 articles), Kosovo 2.0 (13 articles), Zeri 

(2 articles) Politika (4 articles), Danas (7 articles), E-novine (11 articles), Novi Magazin (1 

article), Agro-news (1 article), Moja farma (1 article). Additionally, as result of HF efforts on 

connecting journalists and media outlets to produce and publish story, Kosovo 2.0 has new 

regular correspondent from Belgrade, due to HF initial facilitation of their communication. 

Out of prepared articles, we produced, translated into English, and distributed 

Reconnection e-zine. During the length of the project, each of 5 issues was disseminated to 

more than 300 e-mail addresses of highly ranked EU institutions representatives, diplomats 

and donors’ community, influential individuals etc. 

Within the Reconnection Platform, one part of the project dealt with initiating 

dialogue, knowledge and expertise exchange of LGBT activists from both countries. To 

organize successful fellowship, Heartefact Fund has established partnership with Youth 

Initiative for Human Rights and Libertas from Kosovo, and Civil Rights defenders, Gay 



 

 

Straight Alliance, Queeria Centre from Serbia, and facilitated their mutual communication 

and cooperation. 

Three selected fellows from Kosovo and Serbia had a chance to connect with their 

colleagues, to empower and build their personal capacity through first-hand experience in the 

Pride Parade preparations in Belgrade, and also to assist the activist and LGBT community in 

Pristina. Moreover, experienced Serbian activist who has realized her fellowship in Pristina, 

during the given period provided the organization and LGBT community with 2 days of 

training and 5 workshops.  

The fellowship result, 3 research papers, covering controversial issue of Pride Parade 

as a tool for LGBT rights promotion; HIV prevention’s advanced methodology and LGBT 

situation in Kosovo have been publicly presented and distributed among the 2 state 

institutions’ representatives, donors’ community, media and NGOs in Kosovo, Serbia and the 

region. 

 

2. The Intruders 

The Heartefact team has initiated and developed this multidisciplinary research 

project with the goal to contribute to the empowerment of LGBT community and increase 

their inclusiveness into the Serbian society. The project launched back in 2012 and continued 

all throughout 2013 and is planned to continue in 2014. 

Project's main activities include: multidisciplinary research, preparation and 

publication of a book The Intruders composed out of studies prepared and written by experts 

from different social studies fields, discussing the history of homosexuality, homophobia and 

misogyny in Serbia/Yugoslavia, up to 15 interviews (oral testimonies) with the LGBT 

community representatives - an oral history record of LGBT community life and experience 

from WWII onwards. The project is conducted in the cooperation with the Centre for Visual 

History at the Faculty for Media and Communication and with the participation of numerous 

researchers, faculty professors and experts. The platform is also embedded into a wider, 

regional perspective, with numerous partners from neighboring states and with the aim to 

explore the history of homosexuality across the region in a comparative perspective. 

Through thorough multidisciplinary research and with the support of oral history 

methods, the project for the first time records, discovers, gathers and systematizes relevant 



 

 

material which deconstructs and challenges the “official” histories and creates space for new 

history readings, rediscovering the history of LGBT community in Serbia and the region. By 

reaching a substantial amount of people through its outreach activities (publication, round 

tables, promotions, lectures at universities, etc.) with these new insights and information, the 

project encourages and facilitates the empowerment of LGBT community in Serbia but also 

throughout the region. 

 

 

CONCLUSION: IN BRIEF – ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND MISTAKES 

 

Looking at the goals set in the 2013 Strategic Plan HF has successfully accomplished 

most of its plans. 

In 2013 the Heartefact Fund widened its team to include new members. In this way it 

additionally developed its capacities, strengthened its internal organizational mechanisms and 

formed a solid structure with clear and transparent procedures. 

We engaged in production, support and promotion of socially engaged art with the 

participation of leading artists and public stakeholders from the region. We worked on 

formation of new ties, relationships and partnerships in the fields of media, arts, civic action 

and human rights, as well as supporting and strengthening the opportunities for sustainable 

and firm institutional co-operation between the countries of the region, with special emphasis 

on Kosovo-Serbia relations. 

Our programs were aimed at creating cultural exchange between countries of the 

region, as well as artistic communication about painful social issues, and establishing a 

unique cultural space in the region that will promote new generations of socially responsible 

artists. The HF programs strongly contributed to the establishment and development of 

cooperation between different actors in the region from the spheres of politics, civil society, 

art, commerce and media. 

We encouraged, supported and promoted the participation of minorities and various 

marginalized and deprivileged social groups in public life in order to improve their status. 

The HF has supported numerous programs, project and organizations engaged in the struggle. 

This resulted in opening space for public dialogue and engaging new stakeholders including 



 

 

scientific and artistic community, while at the same time continuously building audiences for 

our causes. 

Finally, with the purpose to promote and enhance philanthropic practices in the 

country, to create and foster the practice of individual donations Heartefact regularly took 

part in activities of various philanthropic initiatives, building and developing its own capacity 

to advocate and support the goal. HF has also utilized the year behind us to develop a solid 

strategy for promoting and encouraging philanthropic practices, which is supposed to 

stimulate and foster the spirit of giving. However, we recognize that more is to be done in 

this area in 2014. For this reason, developing sustainable philanthropy in Serbia and 

throughout the region will be our utmost priority in 2014. 


